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Congressional leaders come out with 6 spending bills in a drive to

avoid a partial shutdown

By KEVIN FREKING
Associated Press
WASHINGTON  (AP) —
Congressional leaders on
Sunday came out with a
package of six bills sefting
full-year spending levels for
some federal agencies, a
step forward in a long over-
due funding process beset
by sharp political divisions
between the two parties
as well as infighting among
House Republicans.

The release of the text of
legislation over the week-
end was designed to meet
the House's rule to give law-
makers at least 72 hours to
study a bill before voting.
And if's a promising sign
that lawmakers will avoid
a partial shutdown that
would kick in at 12:01 a.m.
Saturday for those agen-
cies covered under the bill,
such as Vetferans Affairs,
Agriculture, Transportation,
Justice and others.
Congressional
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hope to complete votes
on the package this week
and contfinue negotiations
on the remaining six an-
nual spending bills fo pass
them before a March 22
deadline. The price tag for
the package out Sunday
comes to about $460 bil-
lion, representing less than
30% of the discretionary
spending Congress looks
to approve for this year.
The package sfill being ne-
gotiated includes defense
spending.

House Speaker Mike John-
son highlighted some key
policy and spending wins
for conservatives, even as
many of his GOP colleagues
consider the changes inad-
equate. Some House Re-
publicans had hoped the
prospect of a shutdown
could leverage more con-
cessions from Democrats.
Overall, this year's spend-
ing bills would keep non-
defense spending relative-
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Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks at the Capitol in Woshmgton Feb. 29, 2024.

Shortages of ammunition and supplies are resulting in Ukraine losing ground, congressional lead-

ers warn, yet the Republican-controlled House has shown little hurry to resupply Kyiv with military
aid.
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ly flat with last year's bill,
despite the rise in inflation,

and some $70 billion less
than what President Joe Bi-

den originally sought.
Continued on next page
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"House Republicans se-
cured key conservative
policy victories, rejected
left-wing proposals, and im-
posed sharp cuts to agen-
cies and programs crifical
to President Biden's agen-
da," Johnson said in a pre-
pared statement.

Earlier this year, Johnson
and Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer an-
nounced an agreement on
the top-line spending levels
for this year's discretionary
spending, which comes
to more than $1.6 trillion.
But that agreement didn't
address  potential policy
mandates placed within
the bills. That's where ne-
gotiations have focused in
recent weeks.

Democrats staved off most
of the policy riders that
House Republicans sought
fo include. For example,
they beat back an effort
fo reverse the FDA's deci-

= )
- a—. -

The Dome of the U.S. Capitol Building is visible from the South Lawn of the White House in Washing-

ton, Friday, March 1, 2024.
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sion that allows the abor-
fion pill mifepristone to be
sold in retail pharmacies,
instead of only in hospitals,
clinics and medical offices.
Democrats also said the bill
would fully fund a nutrition
program for low-income
women, infants and chil-
dren known as WIC, pro-
viding about $7 billion for
the program, a $1 billion
increase from the previous
year.

"Throughout  the nego-
fiations, Democrats fought
hard to protect against
cuts to housing and nutri-
fion programs, and keep
out harmful provisions that
would further restrict ac-
cess fo women's health,
or roll back the progress
we've made to fight cli-
mate change," Schumer,
D-N.Y., said in support of
the legislation.

House Republicans were
able to achieve some

policy wins, however. One
provision, for example, will
prevent the sale of oil in
the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve to China.

Another provision strength-
ens gun rights for certain
veterans. Under current
law, the VA must send a
beneficiary's name to the
FBI's National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check Sys-
tem whenever a fiduciary
is appointed to help man-
age someone's benefits.
This year's spending pack-
age prohibits the VA from
fransmifting that informa-
tion unless a relevant judi-
cial authority rules that the
beneficiary is a danger to
himself or herself, or others.
Still, some of the more con-
servative members of the
House GOP have been
critical of the spending bills,
and many voted against
the short-ferm extension
Congress passed last week
that avoided a shutdown
and allowed negotiations
to continue.

"We all promised we
wouldn't do this crap when
we got up here," Rep. Eric
Burlison, R-Mo., said as the
short-term extension was
debated. "The American
people have demanded
responsible spending and
border security for years,
but we fail them. When will
we heed the calls of our
constituents to rein in the
wasteful spending, secure
the borders, and defeat
the bureaucracy targeting
them?2"

The short-ferm extension
last week was the fourth in
recent months. The vote o
approve it was 320-99, but
House Republicans were
divided, with 113 in support
and 97 against. The Senate
approved the extension,
77-13. The votes being teed
up on spending bills come
five months after the bud-
get year began.(
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Attorney General Garland tells Alabama's Bloody Sunday service
that voting rights are under attack
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By KIM CHANDLER
Associated Press

SELMA, Ala. (AP) — Attor-
ney General Merrick Gar-
land told parishioners at a
Selma church service com-
memorating the 59th anni-
versary of the attack by Al-
abama law officers on Civil
Rights demonstrators that
voting rights are endan-
gered in much of the na-
fion.Garland told a Bloody
Sunday service that deci-
sions by the Supreme Court
and lower courfs since
2006 have weakened the
Voting Rights Act of 1965,
which was passed in the
wake of the police aftack.
The demonstrators were
beaten by officers on the
Edmund Peftus Bridge on
March 7, 1965, as they tried
to march across Alabama
in support of voting rights.
Vice President Kamala
Harris will lead the annual
march across the bridge on
Sunday afternoon.

The march and Garland's
speech are among dozens
of events during the Selma
Bridge Crossing Jubilee,
which began Thursday and
culminates Sunday.

Garland said the rulings

.
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The Rev. Al Sharpton, Vice President Kamala Harris and Attorney Ben Crump walk and sing across
the Edmund Pettus Bridge with others commemorating the 59th anniversary of the Bloody Sunday

voting rights march in 1965, Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Selma, Ala.

have endangered the voi-
ing rights of Black Ameri-
cans.

"Since those (court) deci-
sions, there has been a
dramatic increase in legis-
lative measures that make
it harder for millions of eli-
gible voters to vote and
to elect representatives of

their choice," Garland told
worshippers at Seima's Tab-
ernacle Baptist Church, the
site of one of the first mass
meetings of the voting
rights movement.

"Those measures include
practices and procedures
that make voting more
difficult; redistricting maps
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that disadvantage minori-
ties; and changes in voting
administration that dimin-
ish the authority of locally
elected or nonpartisan
election administrators,”
he said. "Such measures
threaten the foundation of
our system of government."
Harris will speak at a rally at

the bridge after the march
about "the legacy of the
civil rights movement, ad-
dress the ongoing work to
achieve justice for all, and
encourage Americans to
continue the fight for fun-
damental freedoms that
are under attack through-
out the country."

Khadidah Stone, 27, part of
a crowd gathered at the
bridge Sunday in light rain
before the march, sees the
work of today's activists as
an extension of those who
were atftacked in Selma in
1965. Stone works for the
voter engagement group
Alabama  Forward, and
was a plaintiff in the Vot-
ing Rights case against the
state that led to creating a
second Alabama congres-
sional district with a sub-
stanfial number of Black
voters. Voters will cast their
first ballots in that district on
Tuesday. "We have to con-
tinue to fight, because they
(voting rights) are under at-
tack," Stone said.

The Selma commemora-
fion is a frequent stop for
Democratic politicians
paying homage to the vot-
ing rights movement.

The semi driver rescued dangling from a bridge had been siruck by
an oncoming vehicle: mayor

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — A
fractor-trailer  that  was
knocked dangling off a
bridge over the Ohio River
— prompting a dramatic
rescue of the driver — was
struck by a vehicle that had
crossed intfo opposing tfraf-
fic, Louisvile Mayor Craig
Greenberg said Saturday.
Breathtaking photos and
video captured the res-
cue Friday of the driver in
her cab over the side of
the George Rogers Clark
Memorial Bridge connect-
ing Louisville, Kentucky, to
southern Indiana.

The truck driver was res-
cued unharmed, but three
other cars were involved in
the crash, and two people
were taken fo the hospital
with possibly life-threaten-
ing injuries, Louisville Metro
Police said Friday.

At a press conference Sat-

urday, Greenberg said one
person remains hospital-
ized with serious injuries.
Greenberg said the crash
occurred when a south-
bound vehicle hit a stalled
car and crossed into north-
bound traffic, where it
struck the tractor-trailer and
caused it to go through the
guardrail and hang precar-
jously off the edge of the
bridge. The accident was
reported shortly after noon
on Friday. After that, it fook
about 40 minutes to set up
a rope system and get a
firefighter, Bryce Carden,
ready to rappel down to
the cab, hook the driver
up to a safety harness and
lift her safely back to the
bridge surface, Louisville
Fire Chief Brian O'Neill said
at a press conference Fri-
day. She was taken to the
hospital as a precaution.

Greenberg said Saturday
that he spoke to the res-
cued driver, who has not
been identified.

"She is incredibly brave. She
is incredibly fortunate," he
said. Greenberg thanked
Carden and the first re-
sponders, as well as the
fransportation crews, for
their response.

Kentucky's state highway
engineer, James Ballinger,
said Saturday that while
the bridge will need repairs
from the crash, particularly
to a pedestrian sidewalk, its
structural integrity was not
compromised. Officials ex-
pected to open the bridge
Saturday evening.

The bridge carries about
24,000 vehicles a day over
the Ohio River.

The truck was removed
from the bridge around 8

p.m. Friday.(d

This photo provided by Louisville Division of Fire, Louisville Fire
Dept. Louisville firefighter Bryce Carden rescues the driver of
semitruck that is dangling off the Clark Memorial Bridge over
the Ohio River on Friday, March 1, 2024 in Louisville, Ky.

Associated Press
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Organizations work to assist dozens of families displaced by Texas

wildfires

VALERIE GONZALEZ
McALLEN, Texas (AP) — A
gush of red-colored water
spilled from an air tanker on
Sunday as it flew over the
eastern side of the Smoke-
house Creek fire, one of
several wildfires that have
burned over 1.2 million
acres (48,5623 hectares)
in the northern Texas Pan-
handle.

As firefighters battle against
strong winds in their efforts
to contain the unprece-
dented wildfires in the Tex-
as Pandhandle, humanitar-
ian organizations are pivot-
ing their attention to victims
who have lost their homes
and livelihoods in the blaz-
es.

Residents began clearing
affected property on Sat-
urday, and by Sunday the
extent of the loss began
mounting.

Julie Winters, the execu-
tive director for Hutchin-
son County United Way,
said the organization has
heard estimates of over 150
homes being impacted in
the county, noting that the
fires extend to at least five
other counties.

"We already know that a
large group of people are
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Firefighters battle the Smokehouse Creek Fire north of Canadian, Texas, Wednesday, Feb. 28,

2024.

uninsured who lost their
homes. So without mon-
etary assistance, it's going
fo be very hard for them
fo start back over," Winters
said.

About 70 families from Frit-
ch, Texas, approached the
organization on Friday dur-
ing an event, but Winters

believes many others will
come forward in the days
and weeks ahead.

"Our goal is just for the long
term of frying tfo get people
back into shelters,” Winters
said. A steady outpouring
of donated clothing, wa-
ter, and hot meals quickly
overwhelmed one city

Associated Press

in the affected area. By
Sunday, the city of Borger
urged people to redirect
their donation efforts from
food and water to clean-
up supplies.

"We DO NOT NEED ANY
MORE WATER OR DRINKS,"
the city said in a social
media post. "We remain in

need of clean-up mate-
rial such as shovels, rakes,
gloves, and heavy-duty
frash bags. We continue
not accepting clothing.
Other clothing drop-off
places have been inun-
dated and have stopped
accepting.”

Monetary donations from
people ranging from $25
to $500 have been critical
for the Hutchinson County
United Way Wildfire Re-
lief Fund, which is dispers-
ing proceeds to displaced
families.

"Il think sometimes what
people don't understand in
a small rural community is
that there is no temporary
housing," Winters said. "We
don't have real property
like that and we don't even
have hotels that can take
care of those things."
Winters said the fires remind
her of the similar devastat-
ing effects from the 2014
fire in Fritch when numer-
ous families also lost their
homes and were unable
fo return. "How do you get
people back into homes
so that they can stay in our
community and not have
to move somewhere else?¢"
Winters said.(]

A Supreme Court decision could come Monday in a case about
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The U.S. Supreme Court is photographed Feb. 8, 2024, in Wash-
ington.

By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
Supreme Court decision
could come as soon as
Monday in the case about
whether former President
Donald Trump can be
kicked off the ballot over

Trump from the 202
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his efforts fo undo his de-
feat in the 2020 election.

Trump is challenging a
groundbreaking deci-
sion by the Colorado Su-
preme Court that said he
is disqualified from being
president again and ineli-
gible for the state's primary,

4 ballot

which is Tuesday.

The resolution of the case
on Monday, a day before
Super Tuesday contests in
16 states, would remove
uncertainty about whether
votes for Trump, the lead-
ing Republican candidate
for president, will ulfimately
count. Both sides had re-
quested fast work by the
court, which heard argu-
ments less than a month
ago, on Feb. 8,

The Colorado court was the
first to invoke a post-Civil
War constitutional provision
aimed at preventing those
who "engaged in insurrec-
tion" from holding office.
Trump also has since been
barred from primary ballot
in lllinois and Maine, though
both decisions, along with
Colorado's, are on hold
pending the outcome of

the Supreme Court case.
The Supreme Court has un-
til now never ruled on the
provision, Section 3 of the
14th amendment.

The court indicated Sun-
day there will be at least
one case decided Mon-
day, adhering to its custom
of not saying which one.
But it also departed from
its usual practice in some
respects, heightening the
expectation that it's the
Trump ballot case that will
be handed down.

Except for when the end
of the term nears in late
June, the court almost al-
ways issues decisions on
days when the justices
are scheduled fo take the
bench. But the next sched-
uled court day isn't until
March 15. And apart from
during the coronavirus

pandemic when the court
was closed, the justices al-
most always read summa-
ries of their opinions in the
courtroom. They won't be
there Monday.

Any opinions will post on
the court's website begin-
ning just after 10 a.m. EST
Monday.

Separately, the justices
last week agreed to hear
arguments in late  April
over whether Trump can
be criminally prosecuted
on election interference
charges, including hisrole in
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on
the U.S. Capitol. The court's
decision to step into the
politically charged case,
also with little in the way
of precedent to guide it,
calls into question whether
Trump will stand trial before
the November election.[]
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Hundreds of inmates flee after armed gangs storm Haiti's main pris-
on, leaving bodies behind

By EVENS SANON and
PIERRE-RICHARD LUXAMA
Associated Press
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP)
— Hundreds of inmates
fled Haiti's main prison after
armed gangs stormed the
facility in an overnight ex-
plosion of violence that en-
gulfed much of the capital.
At least five people were
dead Sunday.

The jailbreak marked a new
low in Haiti's downward spi-
ral of violence and came
as gangs step up coordi-
nated attacks in Port-au-
Prince, while embattled
Prime Minister Ariel Henry
is abroad tfrying to salvage
support for a United Na-
fions-backed security force
fo stabilize the country.
Three bodies with gunshot
wounds lay at the prison
enfrance, which was wide
open, with no guards in
sight. Plastic sandals, cloth-
ing and electric fans were
strewn across normally
overcrowded concrete
patios that were eerily
empty on Sunday. In an-
other neighborhood, the
bloodied corpses of two
men with their hands tied

e

Colombian inmates accused of participating in the assassination of Haitian President Jovenel
Moise walk inside the National Penitentiary in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Sunday, March 3, 2024.

behind the backs laid face
down as residents walked
past roadblocks set up with
burning fires.

Haiti's government urged
calm as it sought to find the
killers, kidnappers and per-
petrators of other violent
crimes that it said escaped

during the outbreak of vio-
lence.

"The National Police is tak-
ing all measures to find the
escaped prisoners and ar-
rest those responsible for
these criminal acts as well
as all their accomplices, so
that public order can be

Associated Press

restored," the Communica-
fions Ministry said in a post
on X, formerly Twitter.

Arnel Remy, a human rights
aftorney whose nonprofit
works inside the prison, said
on X that fewer than 100 of
the nearly 4,000 inmates re-
mained behind bars. Those

choosing to stay included
18 former Colombian sol-
diers accused of work-
ing as mercenaries in the
July 2021 assassination of
Haitian President Jovenel
Moise. On Saturday night,
several of the Colombians
shared a video pleading for
their lives. "Please, please
help us," one of the men,
Francisco Uribe, said in the
message widely shared
on social media. "They are
massacring people indis-
criminately inside the cells."
On Sunday, Uribe told jour-
nalists who walked breez-
ily info the normally highly
guarded facility "l didn't
flee because I'm innocent."
In the absence of official
information, inmates' family
members rushed to the pris-
on to check on loved ones.
"I don't know whether my
son is alive or not" said
Alexandre Jean as she
roamed around the cells
looking for any sign of him.
" don't know what to do."
The violence Saturday
night appeared 1o be
widespread, with several
neighborhoods  reporting
gunfire.d

Germany investigates after a recording of its officers discussing aid
to Ukraine is leaked in Russia

WARSAW, Poland (AP) —
German authorities on Sat-
urday said they were inves-
figating after an audio re-
cording, in which German
military  officers purport-
edly discussed support for
Ukraine, including the po-
tential use of Taurus missiles,
was published in Russia.
Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
who was in Rome on Sat-
urday, called it a "very se-
rious matter" and said that
German authorities were
working to clarify the mat-
ter "very carefully, very in-
tensively and very quickly."
His comments were carried
by Germany's dpa news
agency.

In the 38-minute recording,
military officers discuss the
qguestion of how the Taurus
long-range cruise missiles
could be used by Ukraine.
A debate has been tak-
ing place in Germany over

whether to supply the mis-
siles as Ukraine faced set-
backs on the battlefield
after two years of war, and
with military aid from the
United States being held up
in Congress.

Earlier this week Scholz said
he remains reluctant fo
send the Taurus missiles to
Ukraine, poinfing to a risk
of Germany becoming di-
rectly involved in the war.
His hesitancy is a source
of friction in his three-party
coadlition and also annoyed
Germany's conservative
opposition.

But in the purported audio
recording, German officers
discuss the theoretical pos-
sibility of the missiles being
used in Ukraine.

Germany's Ministry of De-
fense said it was investigat-
ing whether communicao-
fions within the air force
were intercepted by Rus-

sia. In a statement carried
by dpa, it said: "Accord-
ing fo our assessment, a
conversation within the Air
Force was intercepted. We
cannot currently say with
certainty whether changes
have been made to the
recorded or written version
that is circulating on social
media."

Margarita Simonyan, chief
editor of Russian state-fund-
ed TV channel RT, posted
the audio on social media.
"In this (...) recording, high-
ranking Bundeswehr of-
ficers discuss how they
will bomb (attention!) the
Crimean bridge," she wrote
on the Telegram messag-
ing app, adding that the
conversation took place
on Feb. 19. Within the con-
versation, she said, one
of the officers mentioned
a planned trip to Ukraine
on Feb. 21 to coordinate

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz delivers his speech at the PES
congress after main candidate to the next European elections
Nicolas Schmit has been elected, in Rome, Saturday, March 2,

2024.

strikes on Russian targets.

Germany is now the sec-
ond-biggest supplier of mili-
tary aid to Ukraine after the
United States and is further
stepping up its support this
year. But Scholz has stalled

Associated Press

for months on Ukraine's de-
sire for Taurus missiles, which
have a range of up to 500
kilometers (310 miles) and
could in theory be used
against targets far info Rus-
sian territory.[
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Shehbaz Sharif becomes Pakistan's new premier as Imran Khan's
allies in parllameni qllege rlgglng

By MUNIR AHMED
Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Law-
makers in Pakistan's Na-
tional Assembly on Sunday
elected Shehbaz Sharif as
the country's new prime
minister for the second time
as allies of imprisoned for-
mer premier Imran Khan in
parliament shouted in pro-
test, alleging rigging in last
month's election.

Khan is currently serving
prison ferms in multiple cas-
es and has been barred
from seeking or holding of-
fice. Sharif replaced him as
prime minister after his oust-
er in a no-confidence vote
in parliament in April 2022.
Speaker Ayaz Sadig said
Sharif secured 201 votes,
defeating Omar Ayub of
the Sunni Ittehad Council
who got 92 votes. The win-
ner only needs 169 votes to
get a majority.

Ayub was backed by
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf party, or PTl, whose
candidates could not get
enough seats fo form a
government on their own.
The PTl refused fo hold talks
with its rivals to form a coali-
fion.

Following days of nego-
tiations, Sharif's  Pakistan

In this photo released by the National Assembly office, Pakistan's newly elected Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, foreground right, is congratulated by his elder brother and former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif following his appointment, at a parliament session, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Sunday,

March 3, 2024.

Muslim League party and
his supporters formed an
alionce after the Feb. 8
election, which was over-
shadowed by militant vio-
lence, a nationwide mobile
phone shutdown, Khan's
exclusion from the vote,
and an unusual delay in

announcing the result.
Authorities  said  cutting
communications was nec-
essary to avoid attacks on
candidates and security
forces.

However, the delay drew
criticism from Khan's party,
which insists the vote was

Associated Press

rigged to stop it from get-
ting a maijority. The party
claims it has evidence that
its victory "was stolen during
the vote count,” a charge
the Election Commission
denies.

Sharif, in his acceptance
speech in parliament Sun-

day, said: "We were sub-
jected to political victimiza-
fion in the past but never
took any revenge." Without
naming Khan, he said the
previous ruler jailed many
political rivals, including
himself and his ally Asif Al
Zardari.

He also accused Khan's
supporters of aftacking
military installations  while
protesting his ouster in 2022,
adding that now parlia-
ment and the courts would
decide whether those in-
volved in attacking the mili-
tary installations deserved
a pardon.

Holding portraits of Khan,
some lawmakers stood in
front of Sharif when he be-
gan his speech, shouting
"vote thief" and "shame."
Sharif denounced their
actions, saying they were
causing chaos in parlia-
ment. He also said they
should present their evi-
dence of vote rigging to
the relevant authorities.
Sharif then addressed the
opposition saying, "l am of-
fering you reconciliation.
Let us sit fogether to work
for the betterment of Paki-
stan." But he was greeted
with  more protests and
shouts.[]

Violence and rights abuses threaten South Sudan's stability, a U.N.

report warns

Women holdlng nqhonal flags and peace banners await the ar-

rival of Pope Francis at the St. Theresa Cathedral in Juba, South
Sudan on Feb. 4, 2023.

By DENG MACHOL
Associated Press

JUBA, South Sudan (AP) —
Mass violence and gross
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human rights violations in
South Sudan confinue un-
abated ahead of landmark
elections due to take place

in December, a report by
the UN Commission on Hu-
man Rights in South Sudan
has warned.

Patterns of violence, violo-
fions and enfrenched im-
punity confinue fo blight
the lives of an exiremely
vulnerable population, the
report said, warning that
the already dire humanitar-
ian situation in the country
will deteriorate further.

The elections, the first since
independence from Su-
dan in 2011, should signify
a milestone in efforts to se-
cure a lasting peace since
the end of the civil war
which raged in South Su-
dan from 2013, kiling some
400,000 people. A peace
deal was agreed in 2018
but implementation has
been sluggish and violence

persists in parts of the coun-
try.

The report presented to the
U.N. Human Rights Council
in Geneva Friday said the
elections face severe politi-
cal and logistical challeng-
es, and the post-election
legal framework remains
uncertain.

Crucial steps in the 2018
peace agreement, includ-
ing the the adoption of a
permanent constitution,
the unification of armed
forces, and the establish-
ment of transitional justice
institutions,  "remain  out-
standing or incomplete,”
the report said.

"Time is running out for
South Sudan's leaders to
implement key commit-
ments, which are the build-
ing blocks for peace, for

holding the country togeth-
er, and advancing human
rights beyond the elec-
fions," said Commissioner
Barney Afako.

The elections were sup-
posed fo take place in
early 2023 but were post-
poned for 18 months, fol-
lowing earlier delays.
Natfion and state-building
efforts have faltered, while
predation and repression
have been entfrenched,
according to the report,
adding that even as insur-
gency persists, violence is
being instigated by politi-
cal and military elites.
Women and girls have
been particularly targeted,
the report said, while ab-
ductions have become
a "troubling exploitative
enterprise."l
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Aruba has its winners for the

Anthem and Flag

During this past weekend, the festival of "Un
Canto pa Aruba" for the island’s Anthem and
Flag Day took place. Two nights filled with mu-
sic and cultural ambiance at Plaza Libertador
Betico Croes where, at the end of each night,
Aruba announced the winners in both the adult
and youth categories.

On Friday, the adult participants took the stage
to present their songs. Out of a total of 18 par-
ticipants, singer Edward van der Biesen, along
with the Alma Florico group with their song 'Con
Mi por Lubida' composed by Danilo Vrolik and
arranged by Jaderick Croes, emerged as the
winner.

Second place went to Karena Maduro of the
Alma Folklorico group with her song 'Un Bon
Arubiano' composed by Jhon Freddy Tobon
Monotya and arranged by Migi Boss and Egmar
Maduro.

Third place in the adult category went to the
duo Sharmine and Shardell Maduro along with
the musical group Rejoice with their song 'Aru-
ba, Mi Isla, Mi Cas' composed by Zulaika Geer-
man and arranged by the Rejoice group.

On Saturday, children and adolescents pre-
sented their songs during the festival for the
youth categories. The audience enjoyed the
performances of 27 participants divided into
four categories: 4-6 years, 7-9 years, 10-12 years,
and 13-17 years.

In the 4-6 years category, the overall winner
was Mirlaine Vis with her song 'Den mi fruck’
composed by Veloushka Krozendijk and ar-
ranged by Elton Trimon. Second place went to
Zilah Geerman with her song 'Canta cu Alegria’
composed by John Freddy Tobon Monotya and
arranged by Dimitri Frans and Johnny Schar-
baay. Third place went to Livaya Escalona with
her song 'Ay ban zwaai' composed by Erick Es-
calona and arranged by Amado Rosina.

In the 7-9 years category, the overall winner
was Hailey Koolman with her song 'Arikok' com-
posed and arranged by Gino Panneflek. Sec-
ond place went to J-Vyon Besselink with his
song 'Aruba ban planta' composed by Lurena
Schwengle and arranged by Rygell Isabella.
Third place went to Jaymerson Kelly with his
song 'Muchanan ban goza' composed by Jo-
son Kelly and arranged by Tico Kelly.

In the 10-12 years category, the overall winner
of the night was Kitai de Jongh with his song
'Sabi mane’ don Shoco' composed and ar-
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ranged by Zulaika Geerman. Second place
went to Ishem Howell with his song 'Cadushi,
Sinami' composed by Sidney Simoons and ar-
ranged by Elfon Trimon.

In the 13-17 years category, Gismary Linarez
emerged as the overall winner with her song 'Si
mi bos ta di Dios' composed by Lurena Schwen-
gle and arranged by Raul Piar. Second place
went to Reanne Ras with her song 'Sigui e paso-
nan'composed by Jhon Freddy Tobon Montoya
and arranged by Raul Piar. Third place went to
Lizienne Web with her song 'Pa Bo' composed
by Lurena Schwengle and arranged by Johnny
Scharbaay.
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"Un Canto pa Aruba' festival for its

This month is particularly special to us locals, as
Aruba celebrates its National Anthem and Flag
Day on March 18th. On this day you can find
various events all over the island, where locals
come together to eat, play, sing and dance,
celebrating what we are most proud of: Our
Aruban identity!

Stay tuned for our upcoming issues this month
to learn more about the history behind our Na-
tional Anthem and Flag Day, and where to en-
joy local food, craft and our culture on March
18th.
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QUALITY APARTMENTS
AND SUITES
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www.arubaqualityapartments.com

All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms).

Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets.
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 2 Large Supermarkets.
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FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OR VISIT US.
Mon-Fri: 8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free)
Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free)
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba

Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.coml Whatsapp: (297) 734-3008
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting Aruba’s name on the

world stage

Rhythms Circus Company

Aruba is a talented group
of young people working
daily to present their art
in the form of acrobatics,
dancing, acting and sing-
ing. After an impactiful par-
ticipation in one of Ameri-
ca’s biggest talent shows,
they are now bringing their
amazing talent to Arubal

In a show full of light, music,
and with performances to
famous musical figures like
Elvis Presley, Michael Jack-
son and Tina Turner, the
group consisting of 15 peo-
ple from various countries
delights the audience with
their arfistic prowess at the
Paseo Herencia Mall, ev-
ery Wednesday and Friday

starting at 7pm. Each day
has a different show, so you
can attend both nights for
the complete experience!

RCCA also offers the possi-
bility for you and your fam-
ily to enjoy dinner before
the show! Starting from
6pm, you and your family
can delight from the wide-
ranged menu that includes
a variation of delicious
main course meals com-
plete with a delectable flan
dessert as a sweet treat. En-
joy your dinner even more
at a VIP table complete
with comfort seating!

The group, under the lead-
ership of directors and
creators Diego Jaramillo

and Yamila Hernandez are
opening the doors to the
ballroom to our local audi-
ence as well as our visitors
so that everyone can have
the privilege of experienc-
ing this wonderful show.

Hernandez explained that
the idea for this project
started in 2010 when she
came to work in Aruba. Af-
ter being on the island for
a while she decided to stay
and live here, and she met
Diego Jaramillo, who is cur-
rently her partner. Together
they came with the idea
fo establish a company
together with other profes-
sional artists, with the goal
of living from their art.

Hernandez says that the
work is hard — all of the per-
formers are professional
artists, and while the pro-
duction of the show is not
a challenge for them, sell-
ing the idea proved diffi-
cult since at the fime, there
weren't any shows of ifs
kind on the island.

America’s Got Talent

Currently they are offering
a show with music, chore-
ography and at the end,

they have a shocking ac-
robatics ending, one that
was seen by thousands of
people around the world
when the group travelled
to Los Angeles in the United
States to represent Aruba
in America’s Got Talent.
Hernandez said that the
show was very important
for them to meet the pub-
lic present because people
could experience this per-
formance live and right be-
fore their eyes.

Their presentation in Amer-
ica’'s Got Talent “was in-
credible” and they were
able to meet the jury and

many other artists staying
there for three months. But
the exhaustion and physi-
cal toll was so great that Di-
ego suffered an accident,
and because of this, they
had to cancel all future
commitments.

Reservations and tickets

To make a reservation to
see this incredible display
of creativity and acro-
batics, scan the QR code
which will take you directly
to their website for a book-
ing. To find more informa-
fion about RCCA, please
visit their Instagram page @
rccaruba.

Aruba to me
.

ORANJESTAD — You are
back and we would like to
portrait you! By inviting you
to send us your favorite va-
cation picture while enjoy-
ing our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence:
Aruba fo me is ....... Send
your picture with that text
(including your name and
where you are from) to:
news@arubatoday.com
and we will publish your
vacation memory. Isn't
that a special way to keep
your best moments alive?¢

Please do note: By submit-
ting photos, text or any oth-
er materials, you give per-
mission to The Aruba Today
Newspaper, Caribbean
Speed Printers and any of
its affiliated companies to
use said materials, as well
as names, likeness, etfc. for
promotional purposes with-
out compensation.

Last but not least: check
out our website, Instagram
and  Facebook pagel
Thank you for supporting
our free newspaper, we

strive to make you a happy
reader every day again.
For today we received a
lovely message from our
awesome visitor, Bea Ann
Argh from Ohio, USA.

She wrote to us saying:
“"Aruba to me is A romantic
water sunset.”

Thank you for sending us this
wonderful message sharing
what Aruba means to you
with us and our readers!
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Your best day in Aruba'Starts here

Resort ownership at Aruba’s finest timeshare resort

Playa Linda Office Mon ~ Fri (Bam - 4pm)
sales@playalinda.com / reservations@playalinda.com
(+297-586 1000) Toll Free number: 1-888-281-4544

playa Tind

www.playalinda.com

The CMO calls on the Aruban population to report any oil stains
along the beach shorelines

On February 7th, National
Geographic brought for-
ward that Trinidad & To-
bago was experiencing
moments of concern in the
waters off their southern
coast due to a ship of un-
known origin that had re-
portedly left behind a large
oil spill in the sea.

The Trinidad & Tobago
Coast Guard detected this
spill for the first time on that
day, located 6 kilometers
off the Studley Park coast,
according fo Farley Augus-
fine, the chief secretary of
the Tobago National As-
sembly, as indicated in a
press conference.

From that moment on, bar-
riers were installed to try
to stop the spill, which by
February 14th had already
spread to a 12-kilometer
line. One thousand volun-
teers are trying to protect
the areas to isolate the tox-
ic material and evaluate
its impact on marine and
wildlife, where Prime Min-
ister Keith Rowley pointed
out that this is "a national
emergency."

After authorities managed
to identify the ship "Gulf-
stream," where diving bells
were able to see the name
on one side of the ship al-
legedly causing the spill,
without giving further de-
tails.

As part of the investiga-
tion opened for this spill,
the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) contacted au-
thorities from Panama and
Aruba fo try to confirm the
origin of this vessel, as well
as other boats coming
from Panama called "Solo
Creed" heading tfowards
Guyana, allegedly towing
the "Gulfstream" ship, as
indicated by the France24
website.

It was also ensured that
"satellite images showed
Solo Creed towing an ob-
ject on February 4th, 2024.
The National Coastal Sur-
veillance Radar Center
(NCSRC) could use this in-
formation to monitor the
ship in the waters of Trini-
dad & Tobago," according
to the text from the Ministry
of National Security of Trini-
dad & Tobago, which also
stated that the NCSRC lost
radar contact with these
two vessels.

On Aruba, on February
26th, the Crisis Manage-
ment Office (CMO) an-
nounced that Aruba had
fransitioned from yellow to
orange code regarding the
oil spill incident in Trinidad
& Tobago. In this regard,
the director of CMO, Rino
Hermans, declared to the
infernational press that the
Aruban Government had
plans tfo activate a team
of 60 people, including first

w

aid personnel and cleaning
staff, to address the oil spill
situation if it were to reach
the Aruban coast, which
indeed occurred last Sat-
urday, March 2nd, where
tar balls were detected in
a known location by CMO.
It's not a very serious situa-
fion like in other countries,
but it's necessary to stay
alert as Prime Minister Ev-
elyn Wever-Croes stated.

However, it's possible that
they come from the inci-
dent in Trinidad and To-
bago, it's also possible that
they came via the route of
barges between Jamaica
and Trinidad through oil
tankers, they said. One of
the pictures is of the ship in
Trinidad & Tobago.

Tar balls are formed when
highly viscous crude inter-
acts with water; the spill
from Tobago cannot be
the origin of these tar balls.
They're more likely from il-
legal oil discharge near
the coast of Aruba. Pos-
sibly from ships sailing to
Venezuela to carry or seek
crude. Another possibility is
an oil spill from Lake Mara-
caibo, where oil spills are
very common due to all
facilities and pipelines be-
ing in poor condifion and

-

porfed by Venezuelan me-
dia, which also raises the
alarm that spills persist and
complicate the situation in
this area.

Through a press release,
CMO informed the com-
munity that from the mo-
ment they received reports
about the oil reaching the
coast of Bonaire, Aruba
infensified its alert level o
Orange Code, and an In-
cident Management Team
was immediately estab-
lished following the oil spill
control plan (OILIE).

Aruba intensified its efforts
to scout the coast by di-
viding it info five sectors,
where intfensive exploration
is taking place by different
agencies such as DNM,
FPNA, DOW, hotels under
the leadership of ATA un-
der Cluster 8, and the Har-
bor Master.

They also pointed out that
tar balls can be expected
in the coming weeks, but
recent scouting and infor-
mation, as well as the Rapid
EMS Mapping fo outline the
waiting impact area, sug-
gest that most of the stains
have passed Aruba. How-
ever, there may still be tar

Sl

constant leakage, as re-

balls coming ashore in the
next few days; CMO calls
on the population to report
any oil stains they may see,
even if they are located in
remote areas. To report this,
you can send an email to:
cmo@crisis.aw

Immediate cleaning ac-
tions will take place if the
patch of tar balls is located
in areas where the public
lands, and also if it is locat-
ed where fturtles lay eggs
or use them for nesting.
However, all tar patches on
cliffs will remain if they pose
no risk to humans or ani-
mals, as informed by CMO.

The Regional Emergency,
Information, and Training
Center for Marine Pollution
in the Caribbean (Rac-
Rempeitc Caribbean) is
one of the four Regional
Activity Centers of the Ca-
ribbean Environmental Pro-
gram CAR/PAP established
in 1995. It counts on experts
in the field affiliated volun-
tarily to the signatory states
of the Cartagena Conven-
tion Oil Spill Protocol of the
United Nations via the Unit-
ed Nations Environmental
Program regional office in
Kingston, Jamaica. Aruba
is also a signatory to this
treaty and its protocols.
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Shamans & their state of consc_:iou_sness_ -

NOORD — Ancient shamans have always modified
the ordinary state of consciousness of their commu-
nity. Clan leaders, special people whether male or
female, there was no distinction, had the urge and
responsibility to defend, protect, fix, save, repair, cure
and obtain providence by the means of substances
,meditation and observation in order to lead and
teach.

Conscious altering rituals were practiced in all human
societfies and can be traced back to the Neolithic
era rituals that also served as a bonding ceremony.
Authentic visionaries are to be considered very essen-
fial in the legacy of man’s physical evolution and as
a spiritual being that is consciously transforming and
evolving in to a creative being of righteousness and
an open state of mind. By changing the ordinary state
of consciousness we come into contact with a deep-
er part of existence. Through these experiences the
shamans gain greater knowledge of practical things
like where to go for hunting, foreseeing bad weather
or for casting famine or advice to store food in an-
ficipation of a meager harvest. With these practice
the shamans could come into closer contact with the
group or the soul of the animal to be hunted reveal-
ing it whereabouts and location. The shaman leads
himself through ecstasy by experiencing a different
state of consciousness when entering info commu-
nion with the entire planet.

Human beings to be considered to lead a complex

Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience!
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels

way of live. Here is precisely the great-
est difficulty between modern human
societies and shamanic practices
when being confronted by this type of
experience, since they are living con-
stantly immersed in the material world.
When the shaman reaches the desire
state of consciousness to develop his
spiritual journey, he must go through a
tunnel that leads him to a parallel world
in which he gains perspective info a
specific need or reason. In this parallel
world he is guided by his own higher
inner part, which helps him discov-
ers what is useful for the specific mo-
ment. In this way the practice of sha-
manic journeys where ancient means
by which man explored the depths of
existence. This age-old practice is the
precursor to hypnosis and meditation.

Nature has made available a greaf
variety of substances that allow us to
enter particular states of conscious-
ness. Aboriginal tribes of the Carib-
bean, Cenfral and South America, in-
cluding the Caquetian groups of our
islands, used to grind the seeds of the
plant called Anadenantera Peregrina
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which they mixed together with oth-

er herbs and snails shells, which they
cook over fire, adding the mixture into
a container for its elaboration. In this
way they obtain a fine powder, es-
sentially hallucinogenic, that was in-
haled or blown in the nostrils, either as
a remedy, a cure or for spirifual france
called the hécura for the Yanomamis
of the Amazon region. This sends him in
to a trance like state which facilitates
the interpretation of dreams or cryptic
messages from the beyond. Tabaco
smoke was a key element during these
rituals, offerings blessings to open por-
tals of earthly power.

To get to know more over Aruba’s and
its origins, its animals and culfure, we
highly recommend you to book your
visit for our renowned cultural encoun-
ter session has been entertaining cu-
rious participants for decades. Mail
us at etnianativa03@gmail.com or
WhatsApp at +297 592-2702 to confirm
your participation. Our facilities and
activities take place close to high rise
hotels.

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are
back or still enjoying your
vacation?... we would like
to portrait you! By inviting
you to send us your favorite
vacation picture while en-
joying our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence:
Aruba to me is ....... Send
your picture with that text
(including your name and
where you are from) to:

news@arubatoday.com
and we will publish your
vacation memory. Isn't
that a special way to keep
your best moments alive?e
Please do note: By submit-
ting photos, text or any oth-
er materials, you give per-
mission to The Aruba Today
Newspaper, Caribbean
Speed Printers and any of
its affiliated companies to
use said materials, as well

as names, likeness, etc. for
promotional purposes with-
out compensation.

Last but not least: check
out our website, Instagram
and  Facebook page!
Thank you for supporting
our free newspaper, we
strive fo make you a happy
reader every day again.
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Short history of the beginnings of baseball in Aruba

ORANJESTAD — Baseball
was played on the island
of Aruba in the 1930’s, but
only by United States ex-
patriates working for LAGO
and living inside the LAGO
colony. Jim Bluejacket, the
legendary US Indian who
had played in two major
league teams, worked for
LAGO during 14 years and
was a key factor in the
growth of the popularity of
the game in the colony.
There is no record of Blue-
jacket ever playing outside
the colony.

Outside the colony, the
game of baseball was in-
froduced to Aruba by Ven-
ezuelan immigrants and
sailors on the Venezuelan
fishing boats that used Aru-
ba as their home port. They
formed pick-up teams and
played games on Sundays
on an open field behind
what is now the Court of
Justice. One of the Venezu-
elans that comes to mind is
Felix Garrido, grandfather
of our current Prime-Minis-
ter.

In the late 30s the leader of
this group was Raul Apari-
cio, a cousin of Luis Apari-
cio who is now enshrined in
the Hall of Fame in Cooper-
stown. The Aparicios were
evidently very good af
sports. Raul had two broth-
ers who also played base-
bal, René and Roman.
Rosendo, his only brother
who did not play baseball
became a professional
soccer player in the Ven-
ezuelan league. Rosendo
was nicknamed “Cabeza
de oro” (golden head) for
a memorable header he
scored to win a game for
his feam.

Interestingly, it was in Aruba
that Luis Aparicio played
his first game outside of
Venezuela. This took place
in 1950 when he played
shortstop for the school he
attended. Later he played
for “Cabimas” in a double-
header of the Venezuelan
Western League. These of-
ficial games of the league
were authorized to be
played in Aruba by the
Professional Baseball Or-
ganization of Venezuela.
Several others who played
in those games have also
been enshrined.

Luis Aparicio’s father was
the super popular Luis “El
Grande” (the great one)
after whom the base-
ball stadium in Maracai-
bo is named. He and his
brother owned the pro-
fessional baseball teams
“"Gavilanes” which later
became the "Aguilas”,
and the “Cabimas”.

In the early '40s, another
group, mostly immigrants
from the Dominican Re-

public also became very
active with pickup teams.
Some of these remained
active in baseball well into
the early '50s; as umpires,
managers even as players.
Among these were Nestor
“Pantin” Guerrero who also
had a musical band. Per-
haps not so coincidentally,
many of Panfin’s players
were also musicians. Luthai
Pantophlet who umpired
many years was a well-
known drummer. Gaston
Hazel was a bongo player;
José Bryson and the broth-
ers Nicholson, Teddy and
Julio, all played several in-
struments.

In San Nicolas, baseball
was played on the grounds
next to where the LAGO
Sport Park (now Laveist
Sport Park) was officially in-
augurated in March 1941.

During the WWIl vyears,
baseball got a big lift from
the influx of Puerto Rican
and US soldiers stationed
here. As LAGO was play-
ing a very important role in
the struggle against Hitler,
it was able to getf all the
sports equipment needed
here to allow more people
to participate.

In the ‘40s only the Lago
Sports  Park  organized
baseball championship
games. The first teams to
participate were Arfraco,
(Aruba Trading Co.), Esso
Garage and Botica San
Lucas. In 1945 Venezuelan
employees of the Lago re-
finery participated under
the name of “Cafenol”, a
very popular Venezuelan
coffee brand. Two other
groups of Venezuelan im-
migrants formed the teams
“Cerveceria” (named after
the iconic team Cervece-
ria Caracas), and “Ven-
ezuela”, although not all
members of these teams
were Venezuelans. This was
also the year that the team
sponsored by Roxy Café
started to play as “Dodg-
ers”.

Dodgers became the dom-
inant baseball powerhouse
till the 1950s.

Other teams that entered
the baseball scene in the
late 1940s: Pepsi Cola

(Oranjestad) and St. Thom-
as Boys (former students of
St. Thomas College, Oran-

jestad). “Baby Ruth” in
San Nicolas played initially
under the name “Camel”
and “Barnes’ Ramblers”
the only team consisting of
Lago Colony players to par-
ficipate in the Lago Sport
Park championships. “Red
Rock Cola” was formed in
Oranjestad in 1950.

In 1952 the team Pepsi
Cola became *“Nesbitt’s”
and had players of seven

countries, including two
American  expats  from
Lago Colony.

In 1950 a group of promi-
nent members of the Aru-
ba community founded
the Amateur Baseball Bond
of Aruba (ABBA) to give
stfructure to the manage-
ment of the sport and be-
came the organizers of of-
ficial championship games.
While maintaining the exist-
ing teams in a league that
was referred to as A-class,
ABBA established a B-
class league in which the
“Budweiser’ and “Braves”
played the first years.

By 1952 Aruba became a
member of the Internation-
al Amateur Baseball Asso-
ciation and fielded a tfeam
managed by Joe Proterra,
(former pitcher of “Barnes’
Ramblers”), that would play
for the first fime ever in the
Amateur Baseball World
Series that took place in
Havana, Cuba in Septem-
ber. Surprisingly, Aruba won
two of its six games and

became the darling of the
Havana fans. Nell Harms
of the Aruban team was
named the “Outstanding
player of the week” for his
performance against Hon-
duras. He allowed just two
hits, struck out 15 and hit
the only homerun of the
game. Joe Cambria, the
famous scout for the Wash-
ington Senators offered
him a confract, but Nel
was not interested, but the
next year, at the Amateur
Baseball World Series in Co-
racas, Venezuela, Nel and
Ruben Phillips did sign and
in 1954 they played profes-
sional baseball the Geor-
gia-Florida League and the
Texas-New Mexico League.
They were the first Arubans
to play professionally, but
not the only ones.

During the games in Ha-
vana, contacts were made
with the organizers of Little
League Baseball in Cuba
which eventually resulted
in the infroduction of Lit-
tle League in Aruba. Little
League of Aruba has been
extremely successful: It has
produced many players
who earned baseball schol-
arships at universities in the
United States, a few who
played professionally in the
Netherlands and different
counftries in the Caribbe-
an and five who reached
the major leagues: Calvin
Maduro, Eugene Kingsale,
Radhames Dijkhoff, Sydney
Ponson, and Xander Bo-
gaerts one of the brightest
stars of Boston Red Sox.

Written by Mr. Clyde Harms
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CROSSWORD Alc[T][o|RMOlP[A[R[T
PIRIOIVIERNIA|CIHIO
By THOMAS JOSEPH TRERN BREER
ACROSS DOWN AIN|GILIE[S 0|D[E
1 Vodka 1 “60 L] I [E@w]|A|V]|E[RIE[D
cocktail Minutes” LIAIDEAIMEINID|S
6 Day in network T[B|O|N(D
Hollywood 2 Singer - E”:EE} E K E *E\gg
11 Stream Rita
12 Rodeo 3 Abel, to EIAIR RIA|S[CIA|L
AM|BILIEBMEB|L|O|K|E
rope Adam
13 Blitzen's 4 Water RIVILIEIRGR 1V ER
S|PIE|A|REME|D|E|N|S
boss vessel .
14 Mis- 5 Giraffe’s Saturday’s answer
chievous ~ cousin 20 New 35 Reddish
15 Commen- 6 Water Haven brown
tary piece vessel school 36 Largest
17 Chlng 7 Sg;eak 21 Water| continent
soun per vesse )
18 Clan- 8 Water — boy!” 37 gg;:h
destine vessel 25 Magnetic Ia
networks 9 “How metal 40 EI 3;1 t
22 Kaffiyen ~ sweet 26 Cuts off ghes
wearer — 28 Water card
23 Fine 10 Went vessel  42Luau
point under 31 Biol. or Instru-
27 Cockpit 16 Finish geol. ment
worker 18 Easy 34 Husband 43 Golf peg
29 Stylishly targets of une 44 Twisty
quaint 19 Prudish tante turn
30 Lipstick T T3 5
mishaps
32 Resting
on
33 Some
Washing-
ton
urbanites
35 Drake’s
music 77 28 73
38 Victories
39Custom-  [° ¥ %
ary
41 Skydiving
need
45 Following
46 [s fond of
47 Spud
48 Fencing
swords

3-4

AXYDLBAAXR
isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
npostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

3-4 CRYPTOQUOTE

VDH VK Z AUXHC PLOZA, VDL

RZHG OAOLFOX KVL Z BGUNO,

H G O 1 ENVXOX BUHGUI Z

PLOZA. OLIOXH PVBXVI
Saturday’s Cryptoquote: ALL CATS LOVE FISH
BUT FEAR TO WET THEIR PAWS. — WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba’s visitors.

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply

voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estalb-
lishments.

Drinking water

Police:

Oranjestad 100
San Nicolas 104
Santa Cruz 105
Noord 107

Police Tipline: 11141
Ambulance: 9211
Fire Dept: 115

Coast Guard: 9213
National Security: 11911
Red Cross: 582-2219

Emergency services

Oranjestad: HOH hospital: +297-527-4000
San Nicolas: ImSan: +297-527-8833

Beautiful Latin Girls _ 4§
Pick-up & Delivery

(9 +297 565-9535
W PLEASUREINARUBAGS

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establishnments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO's international
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to
buy bottled water from the
store.

Supermarket hours

Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Safety

Since February 2024, Aruba
has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.

Taxi
Services

Aruba Transfer Tour & Taxi
C.A.
Tel: 582 2116 /582 2010

Taxi Adres Services (24h)
Tel. 587 5900

Aruba Taxi Company
Tel. 587 1300

Al Taxi Services Aruba
Tel: 587-8850

Tel: 280-2828
Whatsapp: 592-7024

Prices for taxi fair are set
by the Department of Pub-
lic Transportation and are
based on destfination rath-
er than mileage. Legally,
taxis are insured for 5 pas-
sengers only, which means
that taxis are only allowed
to transport 5 people at a
fime. This is due to safety
reasons. Taxis are pretty
much always available
and you can ever hire one
for 50$ an hour.
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Space telescope spies neutron star in the debris of
famous supernova

This image provided by researcher J. Larsson in February 2024,
made from a combination of Hubble Space Telescope images,
shows the aftermath of supernova 1987A.

By SETH BORENSTEIN

AP Science Writer

Scientists have confirmed
what became of a star
that exploded in a stunning
supernova visible to Earth
more than three decades
ago: It morphed into a neu-
tron star, one of the oddest
objects in the universe.

In 1987, a star in a nearby
galaxy went supernova
and its fiery demise was de-
tected in Earth's nighttime
sky with the naked eye for
months. Scientists figured

Associated Press

when its core collapsed,
the remnants would turn
info one of two things: a
black hole, where noth-
ing escapes; or a neutron
star, the most dense object
in the universe besides a
black hole.

The frouble was there was
so much debris, astrono-
mers couldn't see past the
dust. But NASA's Webb
Space  Telescope  cut
through the clutter by peer-
ing in infrared light and saw
two ftelltale chemical sig-

natures — argon and sul-
fur — of a pulsing super-hot
neutron star, according to
a study published Thursday
in the journal Science.
Since the explosion was
recent and well-fracked,
this discovery should help
astronomers better under-
stand this type of cosmic
oddball and its predeces-
sors that helped seed the
universe with important ele-
ments such as carbon and
iron.

This neutron star is only 12
miles (20 kilometers) from
end to end, yet weighs 1
1/2 times our sun. It's dense-
ly packed with little space
between parts of its atoms.
The aftermath of the so-
called supernova 1987A is
likely the only time modern
astronomy has witnessed
the birth and early years
of a neutron star, even
though there are closer but
older ones in our own gal-
axy, scienfists said.

"Besides the black hole,
these are the most exoftic
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objects we have in the
universe," said lead au-
thor Claes Fransson, an as-
trophysicist  at  Stockholm
University in Sweden. "We
know about these objects
from the 1960s, but we
haven't seen any of them
being really formed."
Images of the distant super-
nova remnant shows what
Fransson calls "a ring of
pearls" encircling a cloud
of dust.

Gt 19251

Marriott Aruba Surf Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $35,000
2 Bed Oceanside $19,000

2 Bed Ocean view $22,000
2 Bed Garden view $15,000
3 Bed Ocean view $30,000
WK 51 Ocean view $65,000
WK 52 Ocean View $65,000
WK 7 and 14 - all views
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000
2 Bed Oceanside $9,750

2 Bed Ocean view $9,000

2 Bed Garden view $7,000
3 Bed Ocean view $16,500

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $36,000
2 Bed Ocean view $27.000
1 Bed Ocean front $22,000
1 Bed Ocean View $17,500
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000
2 Bed Ocean view $10,000
1 Bed oceanfront $11,000
1 Bed ocean View $7,500

** Destination Points $5.00 per
point

La Cabana Beach Resort
1 Bed wk 39 54,500

We are the #1
Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!

We also RENT Aruba wecks for
owners, Contact us to BUY,
SELL or RENT any timeshare
property.

Contact:
stephanier@conciergerealty.com

888-888-2204 Ext 104

Website:
www.conciergerealty.com

Broker: Stephanie Reidel

www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottArubaSurf/
www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottAruba/Ocean

HEALTH

i

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:
Oduber : Tel.582 1780
Seroe Preto:Tel. 584 4833

Women in Difficulties

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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LeBron James scoring 40,000 points will be a moment for NBA to

savor

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Basketball Writer

Father Time is likely to take
another loss on Saturday.
LeBron James is nine points
away from becoming the
first NBA player to reach
40,000. It's obviously rea-
sonable to think that he'll
get it when the Los Ange-
les Lakers host the Den-
ver Nuggets on Saturday.
James has scored at least
nine points in each of his
last 762 games that count,
including playoffs.

He's been held under nine
points a total of nine times
in 21 seasons. In other
words, 40,000 is about to
happen. And since 50,000
points probably won't hap-
pen — though one never
knows with the 39-year-old
James — this will be anoth-
er moment that is certainly
worth savoring.

"No one has done it
James said. "And for me
to be in this position at this
point and time in my ca-
reer, | think it's pretty cool.
Butis it one of the top things
I've done in my career? No.
Does it mean something?
Of course. Why wouldn't
ite"

He never set out in pursuit
of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's
scoring record; it just hap-
pened. He never set out in
pursuit of Vince Carter's re-
cord of playing 22 seasons
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Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, right, scores as Denver Nuggets forward Michael Porter
Jr., defends, becoming the first NBA player to reach 40,000 points in a career, during the first half
of an NBA basketball game Saturday, March 2, 2024, in Los Angeles.

either; he'll fie that mark
next year, barring some
sort of seismic change in
his plans or thinking. It's still
about one thing, and that's
the ring.

The Lakers aren't the favor-
ites to win the title this seo-
son. But given how the old-
est player in the NBA right
now has performed this
week, Laker Nation still has
plenty of reasons to think
that one more run to a Lar-
ry O'Brien Trophy is possible.
What he did on Wednes-

day night against the Los
Angeles Clippers was pure
theater. He outscored the
Clippers 19-16 by himself in
the fourth quarter, making
five 3-pointers and leading
the Lakers to a wild 116-112
comeback win. And then
on Thursday night — a back-
to-back for a 39%9-year-old
with a bad ankle - he
played 39 minutes, scored
31 points and had a huge
chasedown block that be-
came a game-saving play
to help the Lakers get an

Devynne Charlton breaks her own
world record in 60-meter hurdles at in-

door worlds

medal setting a new world record in the women's 60 meters
hurdles final during the World Athletics Indoor Championships
at the Emirates Arena in Glasgow, Scotland, Sunday, March 3,
2024.

Associated Press

GLASGOW, Scotland
(AP) — Bahamas runner
Devynne Charlton broke
her own 60-meter hurdles
world record at the world
athletics indoor champion-
ships on Sunday.

Charlton won in 7.65 sec-
onds in Glasgow and took
0.02 off the record she setin
New York on Feb. 11, which
was matched by American
runner Tia Jones five days
later in New Mexico.
France's Cyrena Samba-
Mayela was second in
7.74, and Poland's Pia
Skrzyszowska took bronze in
7.79.4

Associated Press

overtime win against Wash-
ington. "That's why he takes
good care of himself," Lak-
ers coach Darvin Ham said.
"The fruits of his labor are on
full display with plays like
that."

The Wizards are bad, sure.
But a win is a win, and the
Lakers keep stacking them.
They're 9-3 in their last 12
games, are five games over
.500 and now get a shot at
Denver in a rematch of last
season's Western Confer-
ence finals mismatch.
That's James' focus enter-
ing Saturday. Not geftting
40,000 points.

"We just want to get bet-
ter," James said.

It's cliché, but true. That
said, he's just doing a whole
ton of unprecedented stuff.
He's going to average
about 25 points this sea-
son. There hasn't been an
"oldest player" in the NBA
to average even 10 points
since John Stockton scored
10.8 per game in 2002-03.
James is probably going to
finish with the highest scor-
ing average of any oldest
player ever; Abdul-Jabbar
was the league's oldest
player when he averaged
23.4 points in 1985-86.
Here's another oldie-but-
goodie: James was an All-
Star last month. Nobody
had been an All-Star in a
season where they were

the league's oldest player
since 1991, when Robert
Parish pulled it off.

"It's just been an absolute
honor to be able to grace
the floor throughout my ca-
reer and be out there with
the greatest players in the
world year in and year out,"
James said in Indianapolis,
when he was an All-Star
for the 20th time in his 21
seasons. The NBA couldn't
have fimed this any bet-
ter: Lakers vs. Nuggets, na-
tional TV, prime-time Satur-
day night, James nearing
a milestone that nobody
has ever hit and nobody
will again anytime soon - if
ever. The funny thing is, he's
already reached 40,000
points, depending on how
one counts.

Let's explain.

Officially, James has 39,991
points in regular-season
games going into Safur-
day. Unofficially, it could
be argued that the readl
total is 40,015 points (which
would have meant that he
crossed the 40,000 mark on
Thursday). Or maybe even
40,067 points (which would
have meant the milestone
basket happened Sunday
in Phoenix).

He had 24 points on Dec. 9
in the final of the In-Season
Tournament, when the Lak-
ers beat Indiana 123-109
for that event's inaugu-
ral crown. But that game
wasn't  a regular-season
game, doesn't counf in
the standings and doesn't
countin the stats either.
And he's also scored 52
points in Play-In Tourno-
ment games, getting 22 in
a win over Golden Statfe in
2021 and 30 against Min-
nesota in a win last season.
Those aren't playoff games,
nor are they regular-seo-
son games. They just don't
count, period.

So, he's already done it.
He'lljust do it for real on Sat-
urday. Before long, it'll be
back to the playoff grind,
already in progress, but the
moment is one he will ap-
preciate.

"To hit feats and have mile-
stones throughout my ca-
reer, they all mean some-
thing to me. Absolutely,"
James said. Q4
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Caitlin Clark makes 2 free throws to break Pete Maravich's NCAA
Division | scoring record

By ERIC OLSON

AP Sports Writer

lowa star Caitlin Clark be-
came the all-time NCAA
Division | scoring leader on
Sunday, breaking the late
Pete Maravich's 54-year-
old record when she made
two free throws after a
technical foul was called in
the No. 6 Hawkeyes' game
against No. 2 Ohio Stafe.
Clark entered the game in
lowa City needing 18 points
to pass Maravich's total of
3,667, amassed in just 83
games over three seasons
at LSU (1967-70).
Maravich's record fell four
days after Clark broke Ly-
nette Woodard's major col-
lege women's record with
33 points against Minneso-
ta on Wednesday.

Clark's record-setting points
Sunday came in improba-
ble fashion. Best known for
her long 3-point shots, she
instead went past Mara-
vich after Ohio State was
called for a technical foul
with less than a second to
go in the first half.

Clark swished both free
throws to run her career to-
tal to 3,668 points; she had
no immediate reaction af-
ter the second shot went
through, as if it hadn't sunk
in yet.

Asked in a television in-
terview at halftime if she
was aware of the record
when she stepped to the
line, Clark said: "Nof really.
When they announced it
and everybody screamed,
that's when | knew."

Clark got off to a slow start.
Her first shot was a 3-pointer
that bounced off the rim.
She missed a layup and
from deep on theright wing
before making a 3 from the
left side for her first basket.
After starting 2 for 7, she
made 3 of her next 4 shots
— including three straight
3-pointers, each deeper
than the previous.
Woodard was among the
attendees at Carver-Hawk-
eye Arena to help Clark
celebrate senior day. Also
on hand were basketball
great Maya Moore, who
was Clark's favorite player,
and Baseball Hall of Fame
pitcher Nolan Ryan.

On Thursday, Clark an-

nounced she would enter
the 2024 WNBA draft and
skip the fifth year of eligi-
bility available to athletes
who competed during the
COVID-19 pandemic. She
is projected to be the No.
1 overall pick by the Indi-
ana Fever, and the WNBA
already is seeing a rise in
ficket sales.

Logitix, which researches
prices on ticket resale plat-
forms, reported an aver-
age sale price of $598 for
a ficket to this game pur-
chased since Feb. 1.
"Listen, this is the greatest
ficket on the planet right
now," Woodard said in an
intferview with ESPN before
the game. "Hey, I'm going
to enjoy this right now."
Clark is all but assured of

(bome and Jeln e FUN

lowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) sinks a technical foul to become
the all-time leading scorer in NCAA Division | basketball dur-
ing the first half of a college game against Ohio State, Sunday,
March 3, 2024, in lowa City, lowa.

one or two more appear-
ances at the arena in lowa
City after Sunday. lowa
is projected to be a No. 2
seed for the NCAA Tour-

Associated Press

nament, meaning it would
be at home for the first two
rounds.

Pearl Moore of Francis
Marion owns the overall

women's record with 4,061
points from 1975-79 at the
small-college level in the
AIAW. Moore had 177
points at Anderson Junior
College before enrolling at
Francis Marion.

Clark was 393 behind
Moore as of halftime Sun-
day, and she has only three
fo 10 more games left in an
lowa uniform depending
on how far the Hawkeyes
advance in the Big Ten and
NCAA ftournaments.

The fall of Maravich's re-
cord will be subject to scru-
finy. Maravich's all-time
scoring mark is one of the
more remarkable in sports
history. There was no shot
clock or 3-point line in his
era. The 3-point line was
adoptedin 1986.1

Operations Hours

Everyday from 10am till 6pm
We have DOUBLE points

BINGO

Play Every Day

Bingo starts at 4:30PM
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Sign up and become a VIP Member.
C-. ID required upon redemption!
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(g) Located at RIU Antillas.For more info call:For more info call:5257777 or Follow us on
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Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart
of Costa Linda Beach Resort
Water's Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find!

Eagle Beach - When you think
of a restaurant that pleases the
needs of a whole family or a
large group of people with all
different tastes? Think Water's
Edge Restaurant. Located at
the shore of Aruba’s most won-
derful beach, The Eagle Beach
Aruba. Water's Edge Restau-
rant is guaranteed to serve you
a fantastic magical night to re-
member. Whether you prefer to
enjoy the view from indoors air
conditioned comfort, outdoors in
the soft tropical breeze or under
a palapa with your toes in the
sand. This spectacular restaurant
offers the best ocean view sun-
set or sky full of stars dinner while
the crispy Caribbean night wind
caresses your face and plays
with your hair.

From the minute you arrive there
will be a great staff welcoming
you with the most contagious
smiles and warmth. The intense
menu with a great variety of ap-
petizers, main courses and deli-
cious desserts will not disappoint.
Seafood, Steaks and interno-
tional favorites. All on one menu
specially made just for you.

Culinary Voyage

Start  your gastronomic jour-
ney with a scrumptious ap-
petizer such as the Maryland
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy
Calamari or the mouthwatering
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp.
You can also opt for a classic
French Onion Soup, a Lobster
Bisque or the famously Water's
Edge House Wedge, a crisp
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce
tfopped with homemade blue
cheese dressing, diced tomao-
tfoes, chopped bacon, caramel-
ized pecans and blue cheese

crumbles, drizzled with balsamic
reduction. This followed by the
Chef’s special of seafood such
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned
and grilled, topped with lemon
cilantro butfter and served with
homemade mashed potatoes
and fresh asparagus, a nice
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet-
tfuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will
have their fix with choices of a
devourable 220z. Bone-In “Tom-
ahawk™ Rib-Eye, pan seared in
garlic infused oil and finished in
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our
steaks options are seasoned with
a blend of kosher salt and freshly
cracked black pepper. Served
with homemade mashed potao-
toes, seasoned vegetables and
a choice of red wine reduction,
green peppercorn demi glace,
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue
cheese butter. For exfra sides the
opftions are delectable. Fresh as-
paragus, seasonal vegetables,
mashed or baked potatoes, fries
or rice and beans. Combine
your personal choice with one of
the most exclusive wine from the
great selection of international
wines to compliment your dish.
Kids will enjoy every item of the
specially compiled kids menu
and there are also optional dish-
es for all vegans, vegetarians
and gluten-free guests. To end
the culinary voyage with some
luscious sweetness, the desserts
are wild. From a piece of coco-
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot
cake, chocolate brownie or our
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and
amaretto served with choco-
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not
to mention the fresh and light
piece of key lime pie.

Creating memories

If you are planning a birthday
dinner, here you will receive a
nice boftle of champagne to
take home with you to extend
your experience even further
whether on the beach or your
own private balcony.

Live entertainment

Just about every day of the
week, there is a different live
entertainment by the best local
arfists for you to enjoy. Whether
you're in a romantic mood, or
more in a swinging mood, there
is absolutely a night especially
for you where you can combine
great music with delicious cock-
tails mixed with concoctions. In
addition, Water's Edge offers
three daily Happy Hours from
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again
from 9pm-10pm with all premium
brands specially priced.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Whether you join us for breakfast,
lunch or dinner, Water's Edge
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed

and inspirational dining experi-
ence overlooking the beautiful
Eagle Beach with spectacular
ocean views. Gather with friends
and family for drinks and appe-
tizers or a night of pampering
and relaxation.

Thank you to all our guests
From the bottom of our hearts,
we would like to Thank all of
our guests who showed us
so much love and support
all throughout the year, and
hopefully will continue to do so
in the years to come. What we
are most grateful for is that we
could get back to doing what
we love, which is looking after
our guests. So, thank you for
every dinner, lunch, breakfast,
every to-go order, every glass
of wine, every birthday, an-
niversary and date-night that
you spent with us this last year.
To our new guests, Welcome!
We hope you to see you back
soon!

3) WATER’S EDGE

ESTAURANT & BAR

“"Water's Edge Restaurant is
where magnificent beach views,
amazing food and excellent
service come fogether.”

Water's Edge is open daily from
8am-11pm

To reserve your table please
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or
direct line +297 586-9494

For more information about
the menus, entertainment and
hours, please visit the website
watersedge-aruba.com



